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―To change the world start with one 

step, however small the first step is 

hardest of all‖ Dave Matthews Band, 

You Might Die Trying. 
 

 

 

 

I first want to start off by saying how 

excited I am for the upcoming year. 

We have already tentatively planned out the year and I can promise you all you will 

see some new stuff, some favorites and our signature events. It is sure to be a 

great year with lots of smiles, laughter and making a difference in our community. I 

am already looking forward to Snowfest which is just around the corner we have so 

many exciting events for everyone January 25-29, 2011. I know I will be out and 

about downtown Muskegon each night, I hope to see you there. 

―Start with One Step‖, you may all be asking yourselves what that means. To each 

of us it could mean something different. To me, it means:  in order for me to make 

a difference in our community, in my life, anywhere, I have to take the initial step to 

make that difference. The first step can be the hardest of all, but once I take that 

step, I know the rest will fall into place. If we can take anything from this year it is 

that no matter how small or large of a difference we make in this world, know that 

we have made a difference. 

Together let’s make a difference, let’s step out of our comfort zones and lets have 

some FUN doing it. 

Board of  
Directors 2011: 

 

Tara Mack,  President 

Andy Squires, C.O.B. 

Audrey Beckman,         

Secretary 

 

Nick Alt, Treasurer 

 

Kari Fan, Management VP 

 

Amber Morrow,          

Membership VP 

 

Beryl Gabel, Community 

VP 

 

Chris Annis, Individual VP 
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The Community Team is designating February Comfort Month! 

Do you remember when you got your first teddy bear?  When I was young, my grandfather gave me my first teddy 

bear just before he passed away.   I remember sitting up in my room talking to Teddy, and telling her all about how I 

was sad.  I was too young to understand exactly what had happened, and I was too shy to talk to any adult.  Teddy 

became my closest friend and I believed that if I held Teddy close to me at night, my grandfather would then be able to 

watch over me and keep me safe. To this day, Teddy is still close by offering me comfort.  I think it is important for 

every child to have a Teddy Bear.  Will you help us give comfort to Muskegon Area children this February?   

We will be collecting new teddy bears, or any new stuffed animals, and donate them to area organizations such as the 

Sheriffs Department, Victims Services, Every Woman’s Place, and Children and Family Services.  They will then pass 

the bears on to children in need either when the police come to their home, or if they cannot afford their own.  Simply 

bring the stuffed animals to our General Membership Meeting on February 22th, or the upcoming Happy Hour on Feb-

ruary 25th.   Can’t come to either event? No problem!  Contact me at berylalethea@yahoo.com or 231-740-4303 and I 

will gladly come and collect the bears! 

 

How else are we offering comfort?  We are throwing a Relay for Life Blanket Tying Party!  Come join us on Friday, 

February 18 and help us create blankets to sell at our upcoming Relay for Life event.  Contact Dani LaFleur for more 

information. 

 

Who is Community Director Kelly Horness? 

I have lived in Muskegon most of my life and have been happily married to my husband 
Chad for 3 1/2 years.  I have two wonderful daughters, Ellery Marie who is almost 3 and 
Ashlyn Jane who is turning 1 on the 14th!  I love to spend my time with my girls, shop-
ping and scrapbooking.  When I am not working or with my kids, I love doing volunteer 
work.  I have been a member of this Chapter for over 4 years and I am also an Old 
Newsie!  I can't wait to see what 2011 brings and what good we can do for our         
community this year!   

 

Who is Community VP Beryl Gabel?  Youôll have to wait until next monthé 

mailto:berylalethea@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5034908&id=787440971


Vice President: 

Chris Annis 
638-2357 

cjamadcow99@yahoo.com 

Director: 

Erin Vanderwier 

erin@redirental.com 
 

Wow!  Here it is, the beginning of a new year already.  It seems like 2010 went by in 
the blink of an eye! 
 
For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Chris Annis, and I’m your 2011 
Individual Development Vice President.  I’ve been a proud member of the Greater 
Muskegon Jaycees for two and a half years, and this is my second year serving on 
the board of directors.  And let me tell you, I’ve got some HUGE shoes (heels?) to fill 
as I succeed my good friend and partner in beer snobbery, Kari Fan, in this position 
of unofficial chapter “cruise director”.  In serving as her ID Director in 2010, I’ve 

learned a ton and can’t wait to share it with you all!   
 
Myself and Individual Development Director, Erin VanderWier Dabrowksi, will be working throughout the year to create 
educational, informative, and most importantly, FUN events for you to attend!  We have a wide range of events 
planned for the year – some returning favorites like Luge, the Wine Tour, BYOB, and Das Boot as well as some new 
projects such as Fencing (as in swordfighting, not barbed wire), Naval Museum Tour, and Photography 101.  If you 
have an idea for a project or event, our ears are always open…just drop us a line and we’ll do our best to make it hap-
pen.  Here are a couple of upcoming events that we have in store for you: 
 
Ice, Ice Baby ï The Learn To Luge Experience 
It’s back and better than ever!  Wednesday, February 2 from 6-9PM at the Muskegon Winter Sports complex, we’ll be 
holding a luge clinic as part of the Winter Sports Complex night.  Come out and learn to luge on one of only two tracks 
open to the public in the United States!  Cost is $20 per person, and you must have health insurance in order to slide.  
That $20 also gets you passes to cross-country ski and skate at the complex (includes ski & skate rentals if you don’t 
have your own).  Watch for the evite from chairperson Dave Scholtens coming soon! 
 
Foreign Film Festival ï The Millenium Trilogy 
We’re having up to a triple feature screening of the movie adaptations of Swedish author Stieg Larsson’s best selling 
trilogy – The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo, The Girl Who Played With Fire, and The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest.  
Merica Stoffan has graciously offered her beautiful basement (and big screen TV) to host our mini-festival.  The date 
and time in February is still TBD, but watch for more info on this fun project! 
 
CCW Permit Class 
Before a little event called “Shootin’ Sh!t” last year, it never occurred to me that I wanted to own a pistol.  Once I saw 
how much fun it was, I knew I wanted to get one and I wanted to give that opportunity to others as well.  In addition to 
taking the permit class, you will also learn plenty of useful gun safety tips.  Eight hours of class time is required, which 
includes three hours of range instruction.  The event will be taking place at Port City Pistol in February or March (they 
haven’t announced their weekend class dates yet).  Cost is $100 per person.  If you’re interested in helping plan this 
event, let us know! 
 
This is just the beginning of what is shaping up to be a fantastic year – and we both can’t wait to share it with you!  
Cheers! 
 
Chris & Erin 
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Vice President: Kari Fan 
231-740-0902 

karikid5@yahoo.com 

Director: Nick Bessinger  
nprp03@msn.com 
Director: Ruth Dake 
ruthilovesyou87@yahoo.com 

 

Kari Fan: Management Vice President 

Heeeellllllloooooo Muskegon!  

Welcome to 2011 Jaycees!  I couldn’t me more thrilled to be serving as your Management Vice Presi-

dent this year.  A big part of Management Development is overseeing the operational side of our chap-

ter, with a large focus on fundraising.  I’m always open to new ideas for FUNdraising, so please come 

to anyone in the Management team with project ideas!  We are also dedicated to revamping communi-

cations, public relations and chapter resources this year so that our chapter works FOR you.  Exciting 

things are coming down the pipe, and we hope you like the improvements we will be implementing this 

year!   

For those of you who don’t know me very well, I am the Queen of Hobbies.  Winter is my season, I love downhill skiing, ice fish-

ing, and my passion for luging!  But then again, I love summer too-bring on kayaking, lazy days at the beach, camping and explor-

ing this incredible state we live in.  I also have a small obsession with Dave Matthews and Hawkeye Football…so just be prepared 

for some occasional craziness!     

I have been a Jaycee for just over two and a half years, and this organization has changed my life.  I want it to change yours too!  

The best part about the Greater Muskegon Jaycees is all the amazing opportunities that are available to you!  When I think back 

to all the crazy, fun, amazing, exciting projects that I’ve participated in, I have a list of favorites a mile long…and I hope we have 

many more great memories together in 2011!   

 

Nick Bessinger:  I'm your 2011 Management Director. I've been a Jaycee since July 2009 

and in 2010 I was your Membership Director. I joined the Jaycees to help make a difference 

in our community. My "paying" job is being a Service Desk Lead for BDO. I have a lot of fun 

jobs which include, but not limited to, Main Stage Co-Director for Summer Celebration, Irish 

Fest, Unity Festival, Sandy Corley Memorial Run, Grand Haven Coast Guard Festival, Bike 

Time, West Michigan Student Showcase as the Technical Director, Pro-Audio Sound Engi-

neer, Athletic Assistant at Reeths-Puffer Schools, and Technical Advisor at Grand Haven Schools. Most of these fun jobs are  

Volunteering positions.  

I grew up and have lived in Muskegon for my entire life. I love this community and am very passionate about keeping it a great 

place to live. My passion is Volunteering and the arts. I've been volunteering for my community since I was 13. If you ask me what 

my hobbies are, well see above :). I love to Volunteer and work in the theatre. I'm on this board to help our chapter grow, in the 

means of funds, and be a successful organization in our community. I'm an open book so if you have any questions please feel 

free to contact me at nprp03@msn.com , or just stop me when you see me. 
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Ruthi Dake: I love the Jaycees! I have been a part of the organization since June 2010 

and I have already gotten so much from it! Macaroni is my favorite food, the more 

cheese the better, and I can never get enough chicken. I have a lot of unusual hobbies, 

one being my attempt to get into the world records book by making a candy wrapper 

chain solely of starburst wrappers. I also like to crotchet and golf (but I would never 

proclaim to be excellent at either).  

I have quite a few goals I am working towards this year. A couple of those goals are to 

find something to be grateful for everyday (you can find my daily thankfulness on my 

Facebook page), achieve my 6th degree by first quarter convention, and spread the word about the Jaycees, because I feel 

like a lot of people in our area could really benefit from this wonderful organization! 

 

Dena Squires: My name is Dena Squires and I am the Public Relations Director for 

2011.  I have been a member of the Jaycees since 2004.  I have served on the Board of 

Directors in many capacities including Secretary, Treasurer, Management Director and 

VP, President in 2009 and Chairman of the Board in 2010.  

I am married to Andy Squires and we have an 11 year old yellow lab/retriever mix named 

Abbey.  I recently started a new job with the State of Michigan in the Department of Hu-

man Services in Grand Rapids.  In my spare time, I enjoy watching all kinds of reality 

shows, drinking wine and hanging out with friends. Not necessarily in that order! I am also 

the queen of useless knowledge, which comes in handy from time to time.  

I am very excited to take on the role of PR director this year as it is something I am passionate about.  I look forward to working 
with all of you this year.  If you have anything you would like to submit for the monthly newsletter, please email me at 

jcnews11@gmail.com . Otherwise, my contact information is squiregirl@comcast.net or 231-903-8188. 

 

 

 

 

Nick Alt—Treasurer 

Audrey Beckman—

Secretary 

mailto:jcnews11@gmail.com
mailto:squiregirl@comcast.net
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=1404505955&pid=6813779&id=335616791616
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31518120&id=1197221978
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Vice President: Amber Mor-

row 

Amber.r.morrow@gmail.com 

 

Director: Dani LaFleur  
lafleurdani@yahoo.com 
Director: Kasey Rose 
tikirose21@yahoo.com 

 

Amber Morrow—Membership Vice President 

“Begin to see the invisibleéso that you can do the impossible.  Your positive attitude enables you to see 

beneath the surface so that you can accomplish  anything you want” – Keith D. Harrell 

Welcome to 2011 Greater Muskegon Jaycees!!  January has to be one of my favorite months….it’s a 
chance to get a fresh start in the New Year.  The excitement of setting your resolutions and the hopes of 
what the year will bring.  For those of you who may not know me…I am your 2011 Membership Vice Presi-
dent.  I have been a Jaycee for two years now…time flies when you are having fun!!  2011 is the year of 
FUN for me and I hope to incorporate that into our Membership activities.  We have a number of great 
events on the calendar, but your Membership Team is always open to any ideas that you have!!  Please do 
not hesitate to share your ideas with the board, we love to hear from you!!  My hope for each of you this 
year is to take full advantage of your membership.  Get yourself involved in this amazing Chapter.  We 

have a number of activities that will not only be FUN, but help you in your personal and professional life.  Each and everyone of 
you joined this Chapter for a reason…don’t forget that this year.  Take the opportunity to push yourself and step outside your com-

fort zone and challenge yourself.  There will be plenty of opportunities through out the year I promise!!   

                                                                                                                                                                    

 Kasey Rose—Director  

Happy New Year!!  I am Kasey Rose and I am very excited to serve as one of your Membership 
Directors this year. I was born in Great Lakes, Illinois on a Navy Base (although my dad was in the 
Army).  My family moved back home to Muskegon when I was six months old because my mom 
needed help raising twins and my older sister.  I graduated from Oakridge and went right into work-
ing in retail.  Some odd years ago....I changed professions and now work as a legal secretary.  In 
my free time I volunteer for the Muskegon Old Newsies, raise awareness about cancer and spend a 
lot of time with my amazing nieces.  I hope to get a lot out of 2011, beginning with actually getting to 
know my fellow Jaycees.  I want to learn about your hobbies and passions and share with you my 

passion for fighting cancer... you have all heard me talk about Relay for Life!! 

 

Dani LaFleur—Director 

Hi everyone!  I’m Dani LaFleur and I am excited to be a part of the Membership Team this year as 
one of your Directors.  For those who don’t already know me, I am a seventh degree Jaycee and 
have been a member for more than three years.  I have enjoyed holding other board positions 
such as Treasurer, Technology Director, Management VP and Community VP.  I am excited to try 
out a new area and see what I can learn from it and from you.  In my non-Jaycee time, I am the 
Collections and Technology Manager for the Lakeshore Museum Center.  That is a fancy title for 
“Keeper of the Stuff.”  I am in charge of tracking, organizing, and researching the three dimension-
al (non paper or photograph) items that the museum owns.  What I really like to do in my free time 
is sew and quilt.  I even do alterations for people (hint hint)!  Membership has a lot of ideas for 

you, as does the rest of the board, and I am excited to be a part of it! 

 

And now for Trivia!!!!!   Which Super Bowl Championship game had the closest score? 

Upcoming Events : February 2nd: Family Night @ the Winter Sports Complex: $20 get you open ski, skate, luge for 

the evening.  You must have proof of health insurance in order to luge.   
 

February 6th: Super Bowl XLV Party: Celebration Cinema (more info to come) 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=16932883&id=632435326
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2554506&id=745472958
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Welcome 2011!  I cannot stop saying this ~ I am so happy 2010 is 
over.  2010 was a very trying time for the Dault-Mogdis family and we 
survived, thanks to all of our family and friends.  We said good-bye to 
several family members over the past 12 months - Aunts, Uncles, 
friends, a Mom and a Dad.  Then, right before Thanksgiving, we put 
Bobôs Dad into a nursing home to recuperate from a broken hip after 
being in a car accident.  

As the Christmas Holidays approached, we were hesitant to celebrate 
without Bobôs Mom and My Dad present and with Dad Mogdis in a 
nursing home, but the joys of the little ones and the birth of a new 
niece made us realize God had other plans.  We laughed, remem-
bered and celebrated ~ as I hope all of you did.   

Through it all, through the several months of heartache, I have had the best friends, through the Greater Muskegon 
Jaycees, to keep me strong.  Once again, showing me why I love being a part of this great Chapter. 

I am really looking forward to our annual Snowfest, upcoming Conventions and the local projects you will bring on for 
the new year.   

I ran across this Tequila and Salt publication again and wanted to share it with all of you: 

 

Tequila and Salt  

1. There are at least two people in this world that you would die for.  

2.  At least 15 people in this world love you in some way.  

3. The only reason anyone would ever hate you is because they want to be just like you.  

4.  A smile from you can bring happiness to anyone, even if they don't like you.  

5.  Every night, SOMEONE thinks about you before they go to sleep.  

6.  You mean the world to someone.  

7.  You are special and unique.  

8.  Someone that you don't even know exists loves you.  

9.  When you make the biggest mistake ever, something good comes from it.  

10.  When you think the world has turned its back on you take another look.  

11.  Always remember the compliments you received. Forget about the rude  remarks.  

 

Always remember when life hands you Lemons,  

ask for tequila and salt and call me over!  

Good friends are like stars........ You don't always see them,  

but you know they are always there. 

 

May you remember to look at the Stars and pass the Tequila and Salt in 2011! 

Deb Mogdis 

JCI Senator #62260 

SENATE CORNER 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=651151191&pid=30488880&id=1404505955
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Grand Rapids Jaycees—www.grjaycees.org 

Friday, February 4—5:30-9:00 pm—Finally Friday Happy Hour 

Monelli’s—2185 84th St. S.W., Byron Center, MI 

 

Thursday—February 10—5:30 –8:00 pm—General Membership Meeting 

Holiday Inn—310 Pearl St., N.W., Grand Rapids 

 

Kentwood Jaycees—www.kwjaycees.org 

Saturday—February 5—Pando Snow Tubing 

 

Thursday—February 10—6:30 pm—General Membership Meeting 

Kentwood Jaycees Clubhouse—1640 44th St., Kentwood, MI 

 

Friday—February 25—Happy Hour—5:00 pm 

Bar Louie—3191 28th St., SE, Grand Rapids 

 

Wyoming Jaycees 

Friday—February 4—General Membership Meeting—6:30-9:30 pm 

Tommy Brann’s Steakhouse and Grill 

4157 Division Ave., South, Wyoming, MI   

Michigan Jaycees Board of Directors Contact Information—www.mijaycees.org 

President—Dave Worthams—dapresw@hotmail.com 

Management VP—Wendy Taylor—qpceditor@yahoo.com 

Community VP—Angela Clock—fallingstar924@hotmail.com 

Individual VP—Mark Garrison—mijcidvp@gmail.com  

Public Relations Director—Sarah Nelson—slaster@mijaycees.org 

Legal Counsel—John Badeen, Esq—badeenj@yahoo.com  
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 PICTURE PAGE 

Dani LaFleur, Audrey Beckman 

and the Grinch pose for a photo 

opportunity 

President Tara Mack and Darrin Miller having 

some fun with baked goods  

Santa and Bryce Miller 

Rudolph(s) or Chris Annis and Teresa Dunn? 

2nd Annual Holiday Cookie Exchange 

Santa and two of his favorite helpers! 



CARD CORNER 
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Work on commission? Have a hobby or side job you would like to promote? Your 

business card could be here! Only $25 annually and supports printing The Shore! 

For $40 your ad will appear in The Shore and on the Greater Muskegon Jaycees 

website at www.muskegonjaycees.org. 

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 

Megan Hart 

 

Zach Russick 
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Monthly Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of every 

month 

5:30—Happy Hour               

 6:00 Meeting 
 

Alleyway’s Bar and Grill 

2675 Henry St. 

Muskegon MI  49441 
 

 MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monthly Board of Directors Meetings are held the second Tuesday of every month 

 

6:00 pm 
 

Muskegon Chamber of Commerce 

380 W. Western Ave. 

Muskegon, MI  49440 

 

Anyone is invited to attend the Board Meetings; however, we ask 

that you contact President Tara Mack ahead of time.  

Tara.mack77@gmail.com 
 

 

Jaycee Birthdays 

January                                                 February 

Jennifer Vanderstelt                        Rebecca Hinkle                   

Merica Stoffan              Elijah Steinmetz 

Eddie Fan              Ellen Berends 

                Jamey Keena 

                Nick Alt 

Jaycee Anniversaries 

January                                                 February 

Jay Keessen-1999                         Amy Silvis-2006                 

Andy Squires-2004            Justin Cutler-2007 

Dena Squires-2005            Keyon Chavis-2010 

Beryl Gabel-2009            Catherine Mott-2010 

Amber Morrow-2009            Merica Stoffan-2010 

Audrey Beckman-2010            Mickey Wallace-2010 

Ellen Berends-2010 

Jamey Keena-2010               

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&q=alleyways+bar+and+grill&fb=1&gl=us&hq=alleyways+bar+and+grill&hnear=Muskegon,+MI&view=map&cid=15398291263282049514&iwloc=A&ved=0CEAQpQY&sa=X&ei=oik_TdKmLZaQNd2-rfIP
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&sugexp=ldymls&xhr=t&cp=12&qe=bXVza2Vnb24gY2hh&qesig=uYXpfS1_NZSQiiDXj0Y4FA&pkc=AFgZ2tl252JVLgv2p667ltbVGq5K4kkUnxmQeeVCYxR45-l07lZgwCOGf3fxGRKi-ohpmwlj7BWau0CmL0oegMk8SeVahZm3hg&wrapid=tljp1295985802641211&um=1&ie=UTF-8&


 

We Believe... 

That faith in God gives meaning and   

purpose to human life;  

That the brotherhood of men transcends 

the sovereignty of nations;  

That economic justice can best be won by 

free men through free enterprise;  

That Government should be of laws rather 

than of men;  

That the earth’s great treasure lies in the 

human personality; and  

That service to humanity is the  

BEST WORK OF LIFE! 

 
EDITOR 

Michigan Junior Chamber of Commerce  

Greater Muskegon Jaycees 

Junior Chamber of Commerce 

Chartered in 1938 

Vision: 

To be the organization of choice for people between the ages of 21 and 40 

throughout the state of Michigan. 

Mission: To create a positive change within our organization and communities 

by providing young people with an organization of shared values through per-

sonal and professional development, social and cultural diversity, networking, 

and community development. 

Interested in submitting an article or sponsoring the newsletter? 

Contact Dena at jcnews11@gmail.com with your article, event, or news by the 

second Thursday of each month. Please e-mail your submission in a Microsoft 

Word document or copy it into the body of your e-mail. 

Support the mailing and printing of the newsletter by purchasing a business 

card insert for $25 per year (12 issues). Captive audience. Jaycees always 

support Jaycees, so let us know you’re out there! 

Dena Squires              jcnews11@gmail.com 

The SHORE Newsletter  

October 2010   

 
Greater Muskegon Jaycees  

@ Muskegon Chamber of Commerce  

Proudly Supported By: 


