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Hello fellow Jaycees!  Have you noticed the nip in the air? How about the tips of 

the leaves starting to change? Fall is getting close.  That is okay because fall 

brings about some of the best times of the year. Things like football, Halloween, 

pumpkin patches, and apple cider.  This year it also brings a slew of great events 

as the board is determined to end their year strong.  I had the chance to talk with 

some other Jaycee presidents over the last month and they were telling me how 

glad they were to be done with their year.  Done?? There is so much left on our cal-

endar that I am looking forward to! These last couple of months will be the best of 

the year. Not only do we have some great annual projects, we have put together 

some exciting new ones as well.  You can rest assured that I will not be retiring my 

gavel till my very last day.  I will keep pushing us to be the best chapter-both for 

our members and our community.  As always, I will challenge you to get involved 

with some projects, step outside your comfort zone, and most importantly enjoy 

this autumn season. If I can be of service to you in any way please let me know. 

 
Andy Squires 

76th President 

Greater Muskegon Jaycees 

Andy Squires, President  

Cell: 903-7686

 squireboy@comcast.net 
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        If you are anything like me, you have spent most of the summer 

praying for a break from the heat.  I finally got my wish and found that I 

was not prepared for the sudden cooler temperatures.  But, itõs time to 

embrace fall and all the fun things that come with it!  Before long we 

will be raking leaves and carving pumpkins.  It is at this time of year 

that we have the opportunity to help out our community in a few small 

ways that can make a large impact.  Do you have any elderly neigh-

bors?  How about single mothers or first time home owners?  As homeowners know the fall brings a 

fair amount of yard work and not everyone is physically able or knows what to do.  I am throwing out a 

challenge to you all.  When you are out raking your leaves, or using your leaf blower (if you are lucky 

enough to have power tools), take an extra hour to rake your neighborõs yard.  Even if they arenõt phys-

ically restricted, I bet they would be grateful to have that done for them! 

        Community service doesnõt always have to be a concentrated effort with lots of us gathered to-

gether.  Small acts of kindness add up and make the community a better place for all of us to 

live.  Donõt like yard work or live in an apartment?  Help one of your neighbors carry their groceries up 

the stairs next time you see them struggling.  Bake some cookies and leave them outside someoneõs 

door with a note wishing them a òHappy Fall.ó  You donõt have to spend a lot of time or money to help 

the community, just do something nice from time to time! 

        All that being said, your Community Team has planned some outings to help out the communi-

ty.  Here is what we have coming up: 

 

Brown Bag Auction  This event will take place at our October Membership meeting.  Got some nick 

knacks laying around the house?  How about a gift from your mother ðin-law that you canõt wait to get 

rid of?    Put it in a paper bag and donate it to the Brown Bag Auction!  We will auction off all these 

wonderful prizes without anyone seeing what they are bidding on.  Proceeds will go to our Adopt a 

Family project where we provide Christmas presents to families in need.  Interested in helping plan 

this project?  Let me know at community@muskegonjaycees.org ASAP! 

 

And now itõs time for trivia! 

September has 8 designated celebratory days, one celebratory week and the month is dedicated to 

something.  (For instance, October  5th is International Beer Day and the month is Small Womenõs 

B u s i n e s s  m o n t h . )  N a m e  o n e  o f  t h e s e  f o r  a  p r i z e !  

Think you know the answer?  Email me at community@muskegonjaycees.org and see if you are right! 

Dani LaFleur 

 

mailto:community@muskegonjaycees.org
mailto:community@muskegonjaycees.org
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Hello my Jaycee Friends! 

Music is life to me.  It has been since I was a very young age, whether it 

was singing along to Carol King with my momma or taking guitar and flute 

lessons, music is a source of happiness for me.  Iõm always finding inspira-

tion in a lyric, joy in a key change, and admiration for musicians who are 

just incredible at what they do.  I was lucky enough to spend the weekend 

at the Michigan Irish Music Festival and the sweet sounds of the fiddle are 

still lilting through my head while my heartõs pounding in time still with the beat of the bodhran.  Unfor-

tunately all my favorite lyrics from the festival are only inspirational in the craic sense and I donõt know 

what youõll take away from òKiss Me Iõm Irishó or òMe & the Moonó other than a really good time!  I 

was amazed by the musicianship that we saw on stage and was awed by the perfection that was on 

display for our musical enjoyment.  But then I thought, these people werenõt born amazing musicians, 

straight from the womb playing concertina and bouzouki AND dancing an incredible little jig.  Theyõve 

been a-practicing a very long time!  And they still practice, learn new music, take lessons, have jam 

sessions and teach others their craft. 

Whatõs this all have to do with the Jaycees?  Oh friends, it has everything to do with the Jaycees.  This 

is YOUR place to practice, learn new things, take lessons, and teach others!  Itõs your safe place to do 

all this, not up on a stage in front of thousands of people.  Itõs a supportive environment where you 

can try out the things they donõt teach you in high school and college that you need to know to be the 

young professional youõve always wanted to be!  And hey, you might just have a good time along the 

way and find yourself singing òTo this day they talk about their night/When the moon, the raccoon the 

possum and the houndéDanced around, danced around, danced around, danced around.ó 

 

Lots of ID cominõ at ya folks!  Come out and try something new!   

Coming soon: 

*Oktoberfest (aka Das Boot)éwatch Evite for details!  Weõre making you German for the night!  This 

event is your chance to learn about the history and culture behind the worldõs favorite party.  So bust 

out your stein and your party lederhosen and join us!   

*Up North Wine Touré10/22-10/24.  Learn the finer points of wine tasting, chit chat with vintners, 

and learn about the Leelanau Peninsula American Vitricultural Area.  We will rent a beautiful home in 

Glen Arbor, take a private tour bus to as many wineries as possible, and learn everything we can 

about the essence of wine.  This is a total immersive weekend, spots are limited and youõre not going 

to want to miss it!  Watch for evite!!   

Kari Fan & Chris Annis 
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Amber Morrow-Pringle 
231-642-1677  

amber.morrow-pringle@huntington.com 

Director: 

Beryl Gabel 

 

 

Funny thing happened to me last week while I was in the great state of Ohio.  Early Saturday 

morning I had decided that I would hit the pavement and start out the day with a run.  Not 

thinking anything of it, I wore my Michigan Jaycees t-shirt and went about my business.  

About half way through my run I noticed someone trying to get my attention.  As I took out 

my ear buds I felt nervousness rush over me.....OMG you have "Michigan" on your shirt in 

the Buckeye state.  The gentleman that had flagged me down, purely wanted to thank me 

for being a Jaycee.  He himself was a past Jaycee is in younger years, (his words not mine) 

and understood the changes we make in our community every day.  We chatted for a few 

minutes as he strolled through memory lane sharing his stories with me.  It struck me at 

that moment just how much big the Jaycee movement is.  We tend to not see outside of 

ourselves sometimes to see the big picture.  Being a Michigan Jaycee is just small piece to 

the puzzle. 

 

In the midst of our conversation he asked me "Why did you become a Jaycee?"  I had to 

stop a minute because I knew my answer was going to be an emotional one.  As I stood 

there trying to decide if I was going to tell him the truth or make something up....I decided 

the semi-truth was the way to go.  My answer to him was "legacy".  As I left him there on 

sidewalk he shouted out to me..."build that legacy". 

 

The lesson I learned in Wooster Ohio that day was no matter where I go I will always be a Jaycee.  The lesson I have learned 

from being a part of this organization will serve me well no matter where my path leads.  The impact that we have made in 

our community is felt worldwide.  Everyone one of joined this great Chapter for a reason....networking, community involve-

ment, friendship....make sure you are making the most out of your membership.  Make sure that you are leaving your mark 

in Muskegon, Michigan and the world. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 MAREC Tour  (10-4-2010) 

 Ever wondered what MAREC stood for?  Come find out when as we tour the 25,000 square foot Leed Gold facili-

ty!!  We will be seeing the fuel cell that this building is partially powered by along with the photo voltatiac solar roof 

and other energy efficient features. 

 

Bottoms Up at Bonfire (10-5-2010) 

Calling all mixologists!!!  The Greater Muskegon Jaycees will be bartending at Bonfire starting at 7 p.m.  If you are 

interested in tending bar please contact Amber Morrow Pringle.  If you prefer being on the other side of the bar 

even better!  Please come out and support the Chapter!! 

 

Region C Fundraiser (10-17-2010) 

Join your fellow Region C friends for a full filled Sunday!!!  We will be meeting at the 25 Kitchen and Bar located at 25 Otta-

wa Ave.  There will be plenty of food, fun, and football!! 

Amber Morrow-Pringle with 

her sister Brittany 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Fall is in the airéé This is my all time favorite time of year. The 

leaves are changing, the smell of leaves burning, cool crisp evenings, 

wine tasting and of course COLLEGE FOOTBALL!!!!!! There is nothing 

better than waking up on a Saturday morning turning on College 

Game Day, preparing for a day of amazing tailgate food and then 

spending it watching some good ole American football.  Now even 

though I will be spending my Saturdays doing this I will also be 

spending my òfree timeó enjoying the wonderful opportunities this 

chapter provides me with. As always we encourage you to bring a 

friend to our events that may benefit from what we have to offer. We 

are always looking to make a difference in everyoneõs lives. Just like last month, get out your black-

berries, iphones, droids, day planners, however you keep track of your social calendar and jot these 

dates down: See you there J 

 

October 26, 2010: Membership Meeting 

When: 5:30pm-7:30pm 

Where: Alleyways Bar and Grill 

Please join us to learn about ALL the upcoming events. This meeting we will also have our annual 

Brown Bag Auction which will help support our Adopt a Family project. Please bring anything you 

would like to donate, wrap it in a brown bag and sit back and watch as we auction off your item. This 

is sure to be a great time. Also at this meeting we will also be voting on our 2011 Board of Directors. 

So as you can see this is not a meeting to miss!!! 

 

October 29, 2010: Finally Friday M-Night 

When: 6:00pm-9:00pm 

Where:  TBD 

Calling all potential members!!!! This is our night to show the world who we are and why they should 

consider joining this organization. We will meet at a local establishment; have a nice relaxed even-

ing with great conversation and good company. More details to come. 

Vice President: 

Tara Mack 
231-642-1677  

Director: 

Lexi Merkey 

Tara Mack with Nick Bessinger 

at the Silvisõ Tiki Party 
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Have you ever been to a Quarterly Assembly / Convention?  Have you been waiting to attended, be-

cause you just werenõt too sure what was in store?  Well, I think ð waitéI KNOW you have to join your 

Chapter at the Third Quarter Assembly in Midland and see what is involved at one of these events!  

Sure there is entertainment; Sure there is laughter; Sure; there is stack and pack in the hotel rooms, 

but, most of alléthe Quarterly Assemblies give you, the General Member, a chance to meet members 

from all over the State; the ability to talk to State Representatives, attend trainings that may not be 

available in our community; the opportunity to check out other projects from other chapters, the po-

tential of networking and the time to meet new friends. 

So, pack your overnight bag, iron your best outfit, and join myself, your President, Board of Directors, 

and other Chapter members as we travel to Midland in November to mingle with the Michigan Jay-

cees, JCI Senators, and their guests at the third Quarter Assembly (Convention).  Watch your Chapter 

receive honors for the achievements throughout the months and get some new ideas from fellow Jay-

cees; Ability, Opportunity, Potential ð all await you at Midlandé 

Debbie Mogdis 

Proud to be JCI Senator #62260; 

Life Member #286 

From your Great Chapter 
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D.J. Hilson drives a special golf cart complete with 

siren and lights at Holes Fore Hospice while Merica 

Stoffan, Dena Squires, Teresa Dunn, Nick Alt and Kari 

Fan look on.  

Some of the teams 

playing in Holes 

Fore Hospice 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=6782758&id=335616791616
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=6782758&id=335616791616
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=6782758&id=335616791616
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=6782758&id=335616791616
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Steve, Jamie, Emma and Henry Fox at MKG Cribs. 
Eddy Fan  and the ladies enjoy tubing 

Family Picnic 

New Member Orientation 

Michigan Irish Music Festival 

Chris Annis, Tara Mack and Dena and Andy Squires 

take the trophies to our Boat Launch for a photo 

opp 


